
This week in St. Joseph’s Parish
Sunday   9.00 a.m. Sunday mass – First Sunday of Advent
Monday   9.15 a.m. Morning prayer from the Divine Office

Note: no mass on Monday
Tuesday   9.00 a.m. Mass
Wednesday 9.00 a.m. Mass in church, (possibly with Year 4 – please check with school.)

  2.45 p.m. Mass in school for Year 5.  Parents are invited.
  7.00 p.m. Bible study group

Thursday  9.00 a.m. Mass
Friday 9.00 a.m. Mass
Saturday 10.00 a.m. Mass, followed by confessions

  6.15 p.m. Vigil mass for Sunday
Sunday   9.00 a.m. Sunday mass – Second Sunday of Advent

The church is open for private prayer each weekday morning from 9 a.m. until midday.
Volunteers to help maintain this service are always welcome.

Darwen Christmas Post
Please remember to use the Scout and Guide card delivery service (only 15p per card) for 
deliveries in Darwen, Hoddlesden and Lower Darwen.  The last posting day is 4th December.  
There is a box at the back of church and cards can also be posted at some local shops.

If you are able to deliver cards on a specific street, please let Fr. Peter know.

200 Club
The Christmas draw will take place on Thursday, 17th December, following the carol concert.  
There will be prizes of £500, £300, £100 and £100, but no other prizes that week.

Please remember that you need to be in it to win it.  Numbers that are several weeks in arrears 
will not be eligible.

Envelopes for 2010 will be available soon.  If you have any queries, or if your circumstances 
have changed, please contact Alec or Margaret on 772365.  Thank you and good luck.

Cafod thanks
We have received a message of thanks from Cafod for the Climate for Justice cards.
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Mass intentions received
Lately dead: Irene Gibson, Patrick McGuinness, Thomas McGuinness
Anniversary: Nancy Ellen Shaw (26th November)
Birthday anniversaries: Raymond Johnson (19th November), Gail Heys (23rd November), Tom 
Tomlinson (28th November), Beatrice Ellen Holden
Other intentions: Terry Harwood, the holy family, St. Anthony and St. Jude, holy souls, in memory 
of a loved one

Ministries
This week Next week

Saturday Sunday Saturday Sunday
Readers B. Hughes A. Thompson Parade D. Riding

D. Ross D. Jarrett A. Gibbs

Eucharistic P. Wardle A. J. Gordon A. Gibbs M. Alvarez
Ministers M. Saynor G. Brindle P. Ainscough J. Briggs

T. McIver D. Jarrett K. Hine D. Forbes
R. Knowles B. Melia P. Wardle F. Boudjeko
A. Barker P. Cooney M. Saynor A. J. Gordon

Carols and Christmas music
Starting at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday, 17th December, in the parish hall
Blackburn with Darwen Junior Band will be providing the music.  There will also be mulled wine 
and mince pies (or tea, coffee, squash and biscuits) plus a raffle.  Adults £3.50, children £2.

Salford Diocesan Almanac 2010
These are now on sale in the repository shop, priced at £3.

Last week’s collections
Offertory collection £571.47

Thank you

200 Club winners
1st prize £40    51 Sheila Egan
2nd prize £10 168 Mary Taylor
3rd prize   £5   10 Rean Buchan

ADVENT   invites us to open a new window in our lives and look out into our 
sometimes dark and threatening surroundings to find that Light of Christ which is most certainly 
there and which will most certainly bring us comfort. In Advent we re-visit the world of the Old 
Testament, a world where the coming of Christ our Light was a distant hope and dream. We 
remember it and remember that it lead to the gift of Christ, born in Bethlehem.
We look out and remember the Star which rose in the East and led the Wise Ones to that same 
Christ.
 We light our Advent Candles, one each week, reminding ourselves that still today, the Light of the 
World is always seeking to come nearer to us, always inviting us to open a new window and let the 
Light of the Gospel, the Light of Hope, the Light of Christ’sMass into the winter of our lives once 
more, to banish the darkness and sing of hope and joy and the gift of God in Christ each day.
Welcome to Advent at St. Joseph’s, a time and a place of hope, joy, light and peace in a world 
which needs it, but which can have it for the asking.

God bless you and a sincere thanks to those who have helped us prepare for Advent.  Fr Peter.


